Acts 3:6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have I give thee…

II Timothy 4:7-8 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

Three verses that so fittingly describe our brother, mentor, elder, and shepherd, John Barris.  And we are so blessed to have been able to enjoy his presence for the many but way too few years of his amazing journey here on earth. His great gifts and influence are readily seen in our lives, which is a testimony of John that speaks today and will continue to speak for countless generations to come.  Like Peter, John was not rich with material wealth, but he freely gave of what he had.  Some today might be envious of that great "grille" of gold teeth.  But his smile and the overflowing treasure that came forth freely from within were priceless. We'll miss that golden smile for now, but we know we'll see it again in the life to come.

