THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST

By P. John W. Barris

Artists have made an enormous impact on our concept of angels and their actions. Warring angels with weaponry of swords, spears, and shields are favorite subjects of artist. It is common in our society to observe paintings of angels, with drawn swords or sharpened spears held high, ready to strike. In our mind’s eye we can see mighty, muscular angels skillfully wield their glittering two-edged sword and easily vanquishing the ugly and repulsive evil spirits. In reality though, even the most powerful weapons in our nation’s arsenal are useless against spirit beings. A spirit has no flesh, bone, or blood and cannot die. With what weapons then, do they fight? 
First, and likely the greatest weapon is communication. It is one of the greatest gifts God has given to mankind. It amazes me that the thoughts of the mind, whether intimate or arduous, are easily communicated and rendered recognizable to others simply by vibrating our vocal cords. It is awesome, that with our breath and with our mouth and tongue, we can articulate these vibrations into words. This simple operation can invisibly transfer mental and intellectual data from mind to mind. With the proper stock of words, in our vocabulary, one can make profound and insightful ideas recognizable to others. Even intimate affections, emotions and sentiments can be transmitted. Ideas, impressions and beliefs are likewise spread abroad. Intelligent information can entrench in a mind and change the will and actions of the hearers. This invisible operation is a simple but overpowering force has the ability to enlighten the intellect, touch and move the emotions and modify the human will. This force exerts a strength that is more powerful, persuasive and controlling than any visible weapon. A cold, hard gun may force an enemy to obey your command; but invisible, soft and persuasive words can convince and convert an enemy and make him a friend and a willing follower. With this superior weapon, the captor is more than a conqueror; he has converted and transformed an enemy into a friend and ally. 

Unfortunately, Satan knows the power of communications. He has fashioned his own weapon by perverting God’s good gift of communication. Characteristically, as exposed in the Scriptures, if he can’t destroy God’s good gifts, he seeks to pervert and adulterate them to his own depraved uses. Satan has perverted God’s wonderful gift of communication into a destructive weapon. He adulterated his communications weapon by loading it with lies and deception. He is the father of lies; lies are his native language. 

John 8:44

You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your 

father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the 

truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 

language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. NIV

This is confirmed in Genesis chapter three. Quite possibly, Eve had never before heard a lie. Satan brought forth his first begotten when he told Eve, “Ye shall not surely die” [Gen 3:4]. Adam and Eve were the first casualties of this weapon used by Satan in his genocidal plot. 

Rom 5:12

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through 

sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned-- NKJV

Every day thousands of souls are slain or led captive by Satan’s language--lies and deceptions. However, truth is far more powerful than lies. Satan recognizes truth and truth will expose and nullify his lies and will put him to flight. 

When Jesus was tempted of Satan, truth was the weapon used by Jesus and a lie was the weapon used by Satan [read Mt 4:1-11]. This account is given by Matthew, Mark and Luke. Since Jesus was alone in the wilderness, the documentation must have come from the lips of the Master himself. Consider now, the communication weapon but, also other weapons used in this conflict between Jesus and Satan. 

Next, consider weapons used by Satan; the location of the battle, the mental influence of the surroundings, the sway of a weakened physical body, the propensities of human nature when aggravated and challenged 

Mark 1:12-13

And immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness. And He was 

there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild 

beasts; and the angels ministered to Him. NKJV

The battleground can be advantageous to a designing adversary. Jesus was driven deep into the wilderness, within the remote environs of the wild beasts. There, all alone, the suffering Savior fasted in silence forty days and nights. He endured the oppressive heat in the day and the unsheltered cold through the nights. Alone in the darkness of night, the only sounds to be heard are whispers of the cold wind, a distant howling of wolves or an occasional hair-raising roar of a hungry lion as it echoes through the knolls and canyons of this desolate place. The sly adversary knew also the hunger and weakened conditions that Jesus had endured for the last forty days and nights and used them to his advantage. In the sway of these physical and mental manipulations, Jesus met the ancient serpent in close, spiritual combat. 

Notice how skillfully the Tempter yields his weapons and utilizes and exploits every advantage. In his subtle manner, Satan knows how hunger can make one sensitive to aggravation and subject to an abrupt and rude response. Satan charges Jesus with lies and mockingly challenges Him to prove that He is, who he says He is. He points to a nearby stone, then dares Jesus, saying, “Turn this stone into bread.” No doubt offensively adding, “If you are the Son of God. . . As you say you are.” Satan subtlety implies that God surely would feed His Son. Turning stones into bread would prove that He is the Messiah and satisfy His hunger as well. Thinking as a human being, most of us would think, what a perfect opportunity to reap sweet vengeful satisfaction. Oh, yes! God could, from stones, rise up children to Abraham. How easily He could make a rich mans banquet table, readily available, if he so desired. Our humanity says, “Ah, yes Lord, make it so! Make the stones into bread, it will force that old serpent to slither away eating the dust of the ground.” But, it is not a matter of what He can or can not do; it was a matter of what he will or will not do. Jesus will not perform a miracle for Satan to prove that He is the Messiah. Instead, Jesus thrust the tempter through with the sword of the Spirit [Eph 6:17]. He said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.' " He needed only the truth that proceeds from God, and He had heard it. “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased“ [Matt 3:17]. He did not need to prove this to Satan. Again, Jesus would break the fast at His chosen time, not at Satan’s request. Jesus did not come to the earth to receive bread, made from stones, to satisfy His physical hunger, but He came to give humanity the bread of life and satisfy the hunger of the heart and soul. 

Not easily thwarted, Satan immediately reloads to take another shot. Whether literally or mentally, Satan set Jesus in the holy city, on a high pinnacle of the Temple and said, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you,' and, 'in their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.' "This time the crafty tempter uses the same taunt but, uncharacteristically he quotes Scripture; but, he uses his own perverted version of Scripture. He boldly adds a twist of deception by the omission of a clause which alters the meaning. Then, he misapplies his perverted interpretation. Compare Satan’s tainted version with the true version. 

Matt 4:6

And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is 

written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands 

they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. KJV

The Scripture, misquoted by Satan, is found in Ps 91:11-12. 

Ps 91:11-12

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a 

stone. KJV

Notice, Satan left out the phrase “To keep you in all your ways” i.e. the ways that are good and righteous. Angels are not charged to protect anyone in unrighteous ways. The protection promised is in the righteous ways of Christ. Angels are not liable to protect the unrighteous who respond in obedience to Satan’s will and ways. The act of throwing himself off the pinnacle would not be “in the ways of Christ.” Commission of such an act would be a display of unbelief, which in scriptural style is called “tempting God.” Again, it is not because He could not but because He would not throw himself into unnecessary danger in order to tempt God for the amusement of Satan. 

Then, Jesus delivered another staggering blow to Satan with His sword of the spirit. He responded with a Scripture that corresponds exactly to the circumstances at hand. 

Deut 6:16-17

"You shall not tempt the LORD your God as you tempted Him in Massah. NKJV

Satan had committed the same evil that the people committed in Massah. 

Ex 17:7

So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the 

contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, 

saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?" NKJV

Satan also tempted the Lord by questioning and demanding proof that Jesus was the Son of God. Likewise, as the people in Massah, questioned whether the Lord was among them or not. 

By this time, no doubt, the tempter realized he had chosen too low a level in his vicious attacks. In desperation, the twice wounded prince of this world plans his attack with elaborate motives and using the most powerful weapon in his arsenal. Reaching back to his quiver, he finds his most haunting, persuasive and evocative fiery dart. Fully realizing the risk he is taking--if Jesus accepts his offer, he will gain the worship of only one, but, he will loose all the kingdoms of this world. 

On the other side, Jesus, knows that suffering, pain and agony of the cross must shortly come to pass. He would be betrayed by one of his chosen and forsaken by His disciples rest. Although He was innocent, He would be humiliated, beaten, crucified and worse of all, smitten of God. His blood had to be shed and offered as a propitiation and atonement for humanity. Latter, on the mount of Olives, the thoughts of such actions brought Jesus such agony that He plead to God that He would remove this cup from Him. His sweat was as great drops of blood and an angel came from heaven to strengthen Him. 

With all this in mind, Satan drew back his mighty steel bow and with all his might aimed his fiery dart at the heart of Jesus. Satan placed before Jesus a scheme whereby he could escape all the pain and suffering, but still, gain the entire world. What a tremendous temptation this would have been to most men and to the human side of Jesus. Satan caused Jesus to view all the nations of the world in all their glory. He boldly proclaimed, they belong to him and he could do what he wanted with them. All the Lord had to do was fall down and worship him. Think of the motives: no agony in Gethsemane, no betrayal, no abandonment or denials by His apostles, no arrest, no trial, no stripes, beatings, buffetings, or cruel treatment by soldiers, no crown of thorns, no spitting upon Him, no cross to bear, no falling beneath the load, no nails through His hands and feet, no cruel spear in His side, no indignity of hanging naked on a cross and no pitiless mockery by cruel men who rail and wag their portentous heads. Not only would Jesus avoid these indignities, His mother and dearest disciples would not have to look on in anguish. What greater motives could Satan have presented? But, glory to God, Jesus told Satan, “No!” Only God is worthy of worship.

Satan’s scheme could never work. Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins. Jesus chose to shed His precious blood and die a death of shame and pain on a harsh and rugged cross. He chose to descend to the lower world, there to struggle with the prince of demons, and bruise his heel when He crushed the Serpents head. Finally, death and the grave could not hold Jesus captive. He overcame death and arose from the grave. The angel rolled away the stone from the entrance to the sepulcher and elegantly sat upon it; but Jesus was already gone. He arose up from the grave with the keys of death and of hell. Now, Jesus has the power over death and hell. Jesus is the greatest hero the world has ever known. Every human being is defiled, degenerate, downtrodden and dammed. Every human being has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Our righteousness is as filthy rags. Jesus freely offers His glorious victory to all who will come to Him and accept Him as Savior and Lord. No one can come to God the Father except through Jesus Christ. He is the only way. 

John 14:6

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through Me. NKJV

